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A new approach to funding for the Community Trust of Mid and South
Canterbury
In response to greatly increased demand from local community groups seeking operational funding, Trustees of the
Community Trust of Mid and South Canterbury have decided to amend the structure of their grant rounds ahead of
the new financial year. Chair Nathan Mills says “The new model will provide greater clarity for applicants around
which round will be most appropriate for their application, provide some guidance around likely funding levels, better
separate “major” and “minor” capital projects (through a new and higher financial threshold), and enable Trustees to
more readily evaluate the merits of the various projects and programmes presented. The objective is to optimise the
impact of the limited funds available and to promote an equitable distribution of grant monies”.
Historically, applicants applied to a round based on the level of funding sought – some rounds were for applications
seeking up to $10,000 and some for applications over $10,000. Under the new structure there will be two grant
rounds annually for capital projects up to a maximum value of $20,000. There will be two grant rounds annually for
capital projects in excess of $20,000. There will also be two operating grant rounds annually for operational
(programme or event) funding up to a maximum value of $15,000. Applicants can apply once per annum, choosing the
appropriate round to enter. These changes are being made without prejudice to applicants who hold existing multi
year funding arrangements with the Community Trust which would not otherwise fall within the parameters of the
new grant rounds and funding limits.
Closing dates for capital project rounds up to a maximum value of $20,000 will generally fall in July and February.
Closing dates for capital project rounds in excess of $20,000 will generally fall in May and October. Closing dates for
operating (programme or event) funding rounds will generally fall in April and August.
For FY2021-22 the closing dates for Community Trust grant rounds are
Operational (programme or event) funding up to $15,000: 16 April 2021 (Round 1) and 3 September 2021 (Round 3).
Capital project funding up to $20,000: 16 July 2021 (Round 2) and 4 February 2022 (Round 4)
Capital project funding in excess of $20,000: 21 May 2021 (Main Round 1) and 8 October 2021 (Main Round 2)
Applications will generally be considered within an approximate two-month window following submission subject to
the board’s meeting schedule. Applications will only be considered out of round where Trustees, in their sole
discretion, accept that exceptional circumstances outside of the applicant’s control require an urgent response.
There will still be one annual invitation only round for applications for Special Projects (generally with a December
closing date). Formula funding for schools, kindergartens, community early childhood centres and playcentres will also
continue as before via the Principals’ Discretionary Fund.
The Community Trust of Mid & South Canterbury uses the returns from investments to fund its philanthropy. The
Community Trust supports not-for-profit organisations and projects which contribute towards achieving a region of
healthy, vibrant and caring communities. To learn more please visit www.comtrust.org.nz
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